
December 6, 2023 

Calendar 

December 5-11 

STAAR Re-Testing 

 

December 9 & 16 

Saturday Tutorials,  

9 AM—12 Noon 

 

December 18-21 

Final Exams 

 

Dec. 22-Jan. 5 

Winter Break for  

Students 

2023-2024  

HISD  

Calendar 

 

STAAR Re-Testing Continues 

Final Exams Schedule 

https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
https://www.houstonisd.org/_calendars#calendar1/20231102/month
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School News 

Girls Basketball: 

Congrats to the varsity girls basketball team for winning the HISD Platinum Bracket Championship 
vs Bellaire 66-34. Tournament MVP was Te'lynn Lee-Rose and Neso Anisiobi, Ahmaiya Haulcy, and 
Garlynn Grant were named to the All-Tournament Team. Also, all teams opened district play with a 
program sweep of Chavez. 

Wrestling: 
The #5 Ranked Westside Wrestling Team opened tournament season with a strong showing at the 
Rumble at the Rock Tournament in Rockwall, TX this past weekend. Westside wrestled with some of 
the top teams in the State and walked away with two tournament champions and  tied with #2-
ranked Arlington Martin for the most champions in a very stacked wrestling tournament.  
 
Individual champions included: 
#2 State Ranked in 6A Junior Santi Ramirez at 113 lbs. Santi defeated the #1 and #2 ranked 5A 
wrestlers in his way to the title. 
 #1 State Ranked Kyle Lew also won the championship. He defeated the #4 Ranked Wrestler from 
Arlington Martin in the finals and also defeated #6 and #15 earlier in the Tournament.  
 
The girls had a strong showing as well, wrestling tough in a very tough tournament. Senior Alana 
Manzanares placed 5th at 138 lbs. 
 
Wolf Band: 
Shout out to all of the students who participated in All-Region Band Auditions on Saturday. Congrats 
to the following musicians who earned a spot in one of the Region Bands: 
Maria Bello—Symphonic Winds 2, Bass Clarinet 
Luke Castro—Symphonic Winds 2, Percussion 
Kai Mahone—Symphonic Winds 1, Trumpet 
Liam Mahone—Symphonic Winds 2, Trombone 
Emilie Meiller—Freshman Band, Flute 
 
Also, kudos to the Wolf Band for another successful March-A-Thon Fundraiser in the Lakes of Park-
way community on Sunday. The students got into the holiday spirit and shared joy and  cheer during 
their 10th annual holiday music parade. Way to represent Westside in the community, Wolf Band! 
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Ms. Morris Wins Texans/Chevron Teacher Grant 

Click to learn more about HB114 related to vaping: https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/199791  

December 9 & 16 

9 AM—12 Noon 

Ms. Abigail Morris, Westside engineering teacher, is a  recipient of the Houston Texans/Chevron Teacher 

Grant for 2023. In addition to the $1,000 award, she was invited as a guest to the Texans vs. Broncos game 

on Sunday,  and served as a flag holder on field during the National Anthem. Congrats, Ms. Morris! 

https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/199791
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Senior & Underclassmen Portraits 
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College Center Announcements for Seniors 

Financial aid: 

 

FAFSA - While FAFSA traditionally becomes available every October, due to major changes to the application and website, 
the 2024-2025 FAFSA application will not be made available until December 2023. An official release date has not been 
confirmed but colleges across the U.S. are aware of this change. However, the College Center is recommending students 
to still submit by the original priority deadline of January 15th, to be safe. A major change to keep out for is that what was 
previously known as the “Student Aid Report” will now be shown as “FAFSA Submission Summary.” 

 

TASFA – The biggest update to share about TASFA this year is that it will now available online! Each student and one 
parent/guardian will create an account and complete the application online and will have the ability to send their completed 
online TASFA applications to up 10 schools. 

 
Scholarships: 

HISD has provides students with a list of “Hot Scholarships” that are available to them throughout their senior year. The Hot 
Scholarship list for October-December is accessible through each student Schoolinks account and be found the by following 
these steps: Digital Resources > Schoolinks > Finances > Scholarship Matching  

 
 

Testing: 

 
SAT for Seniors - There are still several opportunities for seniors to take the SAT and/or ACT this school year! While many 
schools remain test optional, meaning SAT test scores are not required to be sent as part of the admissions process, a 
school may still ask for a student’s test scores to determine that they are “college ready.” To meet this criterion, a student 
must have scored the following: Evidence-based Reading & Writing: 480 and Math: 530 

 

SAT for Juniors - A major change to the SAT is that starting in March 2024, all SAT exams given will be digital. Click here 
to find upcoming test dates for the 2023-2024 academic year. Juniors will take the School Day SAT in March 2024, and are 
recommended not to test before then as they will not have covered some material yet. 

 

ACT – Click here to find upcoming test dates for the 2023-2024 academic year. 

 
College and Career Planning: 

 

• College Center Advisors are currently presenting in all Senior English 4 classes to discuss all things related to the col-

lege application process and Schoolinks account setup/utilization. 

• Open lab in in the college center is as follows: 

 During lunch 

 Off campus (7th period) 

 After school (on occasions if we’re in a classroom presentation throughout the day)   

 On very few occasions, the college center will be closed due to presentations or trainings. 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C0%7C0%7C638322167220568232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.highered.texas.gov%2Four-work%2Fempowering-our-students%2Ftasfa%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13ed%7C0%7
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsatsuite.collegeboard.org%2Fhelp-center%2Fwhat-are-anticipated-sat-test-dates&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b3388959982425b13e
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2Fcontent%2Fact%2Fen%2Fproducts-and-services%2Fthe-act%2Fregistration.html&data=05%7C01%7CBarbara.Nassab%40houstonisd.org%7C08863221309b469b42ba08dbc6a10c8f%7Cf5eb996693364b33889599
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Get Involved! 

List of Clubs & Orgs 

https://www.houstonisd.org/domain/37759


School Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs   
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Quick Links 

HISD Web Address: 

https://www.houstonisd.org  

School Pay:  

https://www.schoolpay.com/ 

Submit stories and photos for eNews: 

barbara.nassab@houstonisd.org 

https://www.houstonisd.org/westsidehs
https://www.houstonisd.org
https://www.schoolpay.com/
mailto:barbara.nassab@houstonisd.org

